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(albeit inadvertently) applied the epithet "Peace-Maker,"
I have always been a most sincere advocate of the idea of
peace. I believe that the teachings of Christianity will not
become effective until mankind learns to execute Christ's
chief commandment, namely, that no human being has the
moral right to kill other human beings. I mention this to
show what an eminently sane statesman was Li Hung
Chang, this representative of what to the Europeans ap-
peared to be a serni-civilized people.
In those days the young Emperor carried in himself the
seeds of the best that the human mind and heart possess,
and I did not judge it necessary to report to him Li Hung
Chang's advice. I was certain that, in concluding the secret
agreement with China, the Emperor pursued exclusively
peaceful designs.
In passing, I may note the origin of Nicholas's appeal to
the Powers for partial disarmament.   In the middle of 1898
Kuropatkin informed  Foreign  Minister  Muraviov  that,
according to his information, Austria was about to increase
and re-arm her artillery.   This necessitated a re-arming of
our own artillery, which would have been exceedingly bur-
densome, for we were at that time in the process of re-
arming our entire infantry.    For this reason the War
Minister suggested that we should open negotiations for
the purpose of inducing Austria to give up her plan, with
the understanding that we, too, would obligate ourselves
to refrain from either increasing or perfecting our artillery.
Muraviov asked me to give him my opinion on the matter.
The step, I declared, could bring us nothing but harm.   It
would achieve no practical results and it would merely
reveal our financial weakness to the whole world.   In speak-
ing to the Minister I expatiated on the incalculable harm
which the growing militarism was doing to the peoples of
the world and on the boon which would be conferred on
humanity by limiting the armaments.   These rather trite